58th DI STRI CT COURT
KENT WALSTON, JUDGE
1001 PEARL, 2nd FLOOR
BEAUMONT, TEXAS 77701
(409) 835-8434 Fax (409) 835-8552

PRE TRI AL REQUI REMENTS

The follow ng requirements apply to cases about to go to trial in the 58th

District Court, and attorneys are required to read and conply herewith prior to
attending the pretrial conference. 1In addition, please read and be famliar
with the local civil rules, effective October 1, 2009.

1

MOTI ONS FOR CONTI NUANCE may be filed and nust be schedul ed for hearing prior
to the beginning of the nonth except where circunstances |later arise.

Attorneys are cautioned that continuances are not viewed with favor on cases
t hat have been previously continued. All contested Mtions for Continuance

will require oral presentation to the court and nmust be set for hearing prior
to the date of the call to trial. Mdtions filed but unheard prior to the
date of the call for trial will not be considered.

MOTIONS IN LIM NE: Attorneys are required to prepare and exchange any notions
inlimne prior to the pretrial date or at a nutually agreed date and tine

no later than 10 days prior to trial, so that they can prepare to advise the
court without delay which, if any, itens they object to in their opponent's
noti on.

EXHI BI TS: The attorneys are to mark and number their exhibits and exchange
prior to the pretrial or at a nutually agreed date and tine no later than 10
days prior to trial, so that objections can be made and rul ed upon at the
pretrial. It is the objective of this provision that exhibits be pre-
admtted, to avoid any delay at trial in marking, offering, objecting to, or
ruling upon exhibits. Cbjections nust be set for hearing no | ater than 3 days
prior to trial. Failure to have objections heard prior to trial will result
wai ver of objection.

****Al| exhibits should be presented pursuant to a pre-prepared Exhibit List.

The court expects that all exhibits will be offered in a digital format, with
dupl i cate paper copies for use by counsel, the court and the jury only.
Phot ogr aphi c evidence will be handled in |like manner. The exhibits admtted
into evidence will be the digital formats; therefore, counsel should take

care to ensure that the copies of exhibits published to the court and/or jury
are accurate copies of the actual digital exhibits admtted into evidence.
Denonstrative exhibits nmay be admitted but the record shall be suppl emented
prior to the entry of judgnent with digital photographic representations of
any such denonstrative evidence and the exhibit withdrawn and the digital

phot ograph(s) substituted for the denobnstrative exhibit.

COURT' S CHARGE: The court expects that counsel will be famliar with any
unique or difficult issues for presentation to the court and/or jury. It
will not be necessary to present to the court in advance routine jury issues.
Conpl ex issues should be briefed prior to trial and briefing shared with the
court at the tinme the case is called. The attorneys are required to furnish
a proposed charge at the begi nning of jury selection (provide hard copy and
on disk/CD -or E-Mail. M crosoft Wbrd comnpati bl e)

TIME REQUI RED FOR TRIAL: In order to be able to provide as much notice as is
possi bl e, attorneys are encouraged to provide to the court coordi nator an
estimate of the length of tinme required for trial in advance of the nonth the
case is set.

PRE- TRI AL CONFERENCE: Any case that requires the assistance of the court to
resol ve pre-trial issues should be set for hearing and resolution in the

month prior to the nmonth the case is set, whenever possible. It is
anticipated that nost cases will not require a pre-trial conference. One
wi Il not be set unless requested.

NON- VI DEO DEPCSI TI ONS: Page and |ine designations shall be exchanged between
the parties pursuant to guidelines outlines in nunber 2 above and furnished
at the tine of trial to opposing counsel, the court reporter, and to the
court. Additionally, the court shall be furnished a copy of any desposition
to be read, for the purpose of ruling on objections: IT IS NOT NECESSARY to
state |ine and page designations in reading a deposition, as long as the
desi gnati ons have previously been furnished as provided above.

VI DEO DEPCSI TI ONS: Vi deo depositions SHALL be edited to renove superfl uous
and extraneous material, abandoned objections and coll oquy, and undue del ays;
in addition, video depositions SHALL be editied for brevity, cogency and
clarity.

The edited version shall be furnished to opposing counsel pursuant to the
aguidlines outlined in nunber 2 above  Failure to furnish the edited versi on



to opposing counsel may result in exclusion, and failure to make objections
and set for hearing prior to trial will be waiver of objection; the objective
is that there not be interruption or delay in the presentation of video
deposi ti ons.

DI SPLAYS, MODELS and EQUI PMENT: Pl ease have all displays, nodels, and

equi prent set up before court convenes, so that there will be no delay during
trial. Please also check with the bailiff before bringing any nodels or

equi prent into the courtroom
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