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271 % 42" Official Texas Historical Marker without post, for attachment to
granite
Jefferson County (Job #06390)
Iocation: Sabine Pass Lion's Park, inters. of 7th & Broadway, Port Arthur
CITY OF SABINE AND SABINE PASS*
THE FIRST KNOWN SETTLERS IN THIS AREA WERE JCHN
McGAFFEY AND THOMAS COURTS,WHO ARRIVED IN 1832,
SAM HOUSTON ASSISTED MANUEL DE LOS SANTOS COY IN
ACQUIRING A LAND GRANT HERE IN 1833.'IW9 YEARS TATER
HOUSTON AND TWO PARTNERS PURCHASED QOY'S PROPERTY
HOLDINGS,ON JANUARY 19,1839,GEN.SAM HOUSTON SIGNED
THE CHARTER THAT ESTABLISHED THE CITY OF SABINEe
HOUSTON WAS ACTIVE IN PROMOTING THE SALE OF 2,060
TOWN IOTS,THE CITY SOON FIOURISHED4HOUSTON AND HIS
PARTNERS IOST TITLE TO THE TOWN WHEN THE GENERAL
IAND OFFICE DETERMINED THAT JOHN McGAFFEY HEID
ORIGINAL CIATM TO THE LANDSe
THE CITY OF SABINE DEVELOPED INTO A MAJOR PORTyIN
1860 THE STATE LEGISIATURE,IN APPROVING A NEW CHARTER
FOR THE CITY,CHANGED THE NAME TO SABINE PASS,IT WAS
THE SCENE OF A MAJOR CIVIL WAR ENGAGEMENT IN 1863,
WITH CONFEDERATE FORCES PREVENTING A UNION ATTEMPT
TO CAPTURE THE PORT AND GAIN MAJOR INROADS INTO TEXAS,
THE FEDERAL HARBOR ACT OF 1882 IED TO CONSTRUCTION
OF JETTIES HERE AND DEVELOPMENT OF INIAND PORTS
ATONG THE NECHES AND SABINE RIVERS,BY THE EARLY 20TH
CENTURY SABINE PASS BEGAN TO DECLINE DUE TO HURRICANE
DAMAGE WHICH PREVENTED RATIWAY MATNTENANCE, **
(1989) *#*
*3/4 inch lettering

**1/2 inch lettering
**%] /4 inch lettering




Texas Historical Commission
State Marker Program
P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711

Sam Houston's County

Title of Marker
(subject to revision by "' TY OF SABINE" now
THC staff) .
( Sabine Pass,\lexas ’

Marker Location

JeffersonO 6 3
'] 1 °
(street address and town, Lion's Park, Sabine Pass,

or specific directions from”  intersection of Seventh and Broadway, Sabine Pass
nearest town on state highway map)

APPLICATION FORM FOR OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER EQ
C

7%‘?
0

If not on post, type of mounted on a 4'
surface to which marker

will be attached (wood, stone, etc.) square granite
block, type used for jetty construdgtion

Address City, Zip

P.0.Box 1064, Sabine Pass, TX
77655

Distance and direction
of subject
from marker site

within the townsite,
Lots 11 and 13, Block 6

RS- 5% 1w dd gnweq
Owner of
MarkerSite» Dick Dowling Lion's Club

City, Zip
77701

Date

77701

i Sponsor of} ' Address
Marker JEFFERSON COUNTY HISTORICﬁL COMMISSION
1149 Pearl, Beaumont

Address City, Zip

1149 Pearl,

Signature of -
County Chairman } \j’gg Mé’/;

Beaumont,

City, Zip Telephone

{required)

77655 409-971-2495

| Person to whom marker . . Address
d is to be shipped* R. L. Eldridge Construction, Inc.,

5134 S. Gulfway Drive, Sabine Pass

*If marker is to be placed on highway right-ofway, it will be shipped to your district highway engineer.

Please consult the back of this page for specifications of the markers available. Check the items desired below. Approval of the application and narrative must be
obtained from the county historical commission, as indicated by the county chairman’s signature on this form, before forwarding the material to the Texas Historical
Commission. Please do not send payment if ordering subject or building markers; funds will be requested once the application has been approved by the State
Marker Committee. Sales tax must be added to the price, except if purchased by a tax-exempt organization. Applicants may order a marker with asocket to attach

to their own post; however, the cost is the same as a marker furnished with a foundry post.

SUBJECT MARKERS DIRECTIONAL SIGNS
O 16” x 12" grave marker (comes with mounting bar) ....... Cereeeanas $225 . ) . ) I .
D 277 X 42" Sublect Marker With POSt « ++ .« ++++ 4+ v eeevenaecnnnss $6s0  Pewe indicate quantty desired and give locationfs) on form above:
X0 277 x 42” subject marker WIthOUL POSt .+« v v avserneensnns B $600 T T i
O 18" X 28" subject MArker With POSt .+ v vvvsvesneeerserrsnonnannes $a7s A" x24 H‘S‘T";fi m‘;‘;ﬁfi;’ g;g;gzn P cor = e c"y """" $80
u ” N
O 18" x 28" subject marker WithOUt POSt. « o v evvvvreraeressonrsoess $300 limits signs by the District Highway Engineer.

0 1{We) request that RTHL designation be consldered for this structure.
(Please see signature line below.)

__. Black and White {for farm-to-market roads, state and U.S. highways}
Green and White (for interstate highways)

BUILDING MARKERS 18" x 22 Historical Marker directional Sigh ..........oevvviveniinnss $80
O 16" x 12" bullding marker with post . $350 In black and white only. For city and county roads.
01 167X 12 baldng marker WROWLFOS - 1+ -+ 1+ $300 Applcant mustsuppy post and b responsie o pacement

Applications for building markers will automatically be considered for the RTHL
designation. Please read carefully Texas Marker Policles 13 through 18, and indicate that
you have done so by signing below.

___ With arrow pointing straight ahead
—— With arrow pointing left
— With arrow pointing right

OTHER
Signature of owner O 127 x 6" supplemental Plate . . .. vvvevvurnrerineviinnennennenens $110
0O 16” x 12" building marker plate only
(56 POHCY #15) 1 o' v v vt ree e st $190
PAPERWEIGHTS O Replacement medallion {see POLCY #15) +.u'vvirvnrinrnerneensnn, $110
O Bronze rtars (for replacement on 1936
Please indicate quantity desired. granite Markers) o, ..vvevveiyenorrnnnssrssrrnsssnsssns P $ 25
ape, i B _ O Bronze wreaths (for replacement on
— 3" x 4" plastic paperweight 1036 granite MArKers) . .« v veevuenenenerrassrnssensnensneses $25
mounted with replica of marker . .....ooiiieeerniiiiirreriiiriiniaaans $90 O Bronze seals (for replacement on
Allow two months from completion of marker 1936 granite markers) . .. ..evvvervinaaes s A i 868
Jfor receipt of paperweight. 0O Bronze plates (for replacement on
— Medallion PAPETWEIBHL . « + v v v va e vaae enn e sneennnnsonnsensens $40 1936 granite MArKers) . .« . vvvvvnevunesnnseeinsensnsanenanns $185
DO Certificates of appreciation . ........vuvvevusreessnsssnnnsrss 50¢ each 1989

Allows four lines of engraving; please Indlca(e desired wording.
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The History of Sabine City and Sabine Pass. Texas

A Narrative for the Official Texas State Historical Marker
application.

1 October 1989
BY:

Robert L. Schaadt

Director-Archivist

Sam Houston Regional Library & Research Center
PO BOX 310

Liberty, TX 77575

409-336-8821
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The author is indebted to William D. Quick of the Jefferson County
Historical Commission, W.T. Block of Nederland and Dr. Robert
Wooster for sharing their research materials and files. Melinda
Barton, Reading Room Supervisor at the Sam Houston Center,
assisted with the research and deserves credit for her work.

HISTORY:

Sabine City or Sabine Pass, Texas is located in the extreme
Southeastern part of Jefferson County, about 30 miles Southeast of
Beaumont on State Highway 87. The city has never flourished as its
original promoters promised or dreamed and it has never reached the
population level or importance that perhaps was its destiny. Yet,
the city has continued to survive through numerous hurricanes,
competition of its neighboring cities and economic downturns to
provide a rich history.

Sabine, Texas was incorporated by the Republic of Texas legislature
on December 14, 1837 with the towns of Matagorda and Hamilton.
General Sam Houston, President of the Republic, signed the bill into
law, legalizing the town that he was planning.! Houston's
involvement with Sabine City dated from 1833, the year that he and
his law partner, Philip Sublett, assisted Manuel de los Santos Coy in

| Laws of the Republic of Texas Vol. Il ,p. 1392 Houston: 1838.




acquiring a seven and a half league grant which included two and a
half leagues on the South bank of Sabine Bay. The Manuel de los
Santos Coy grant was surveyed on October 15th and titled on
December 2 of 1833. On May 18th, 1833, John R. Dunn joined with
Houston and Sublett as a partner and on February 12, 1835, the three
investors purchased all of Coy's land holdings.2

The first known settlers to the area were John McGaffey and Thomas
Courts in 1832, followed by Benjamin Johnson and Jacob H. Garner in
1838.3 John McGaffey later secured a land grant in this area.

In the City of Houston on January 19, 1839, General Sam Houston
signed the charter that established Sabine City. "It was drawn up in
contemplation to lay off a city in the west side of Sabine Pass upon
a tract of land originally granted to Manuel Santos Coy.” According
to the document, ownership of the city would be divided into eight
shares held by Houston and 2060 50" x 140" Tots would be surveyed
for sale. The President of the Proprietors would be elected from the
shareholders, entitled to sign all script and be allowed to appoint an
agent. Forty lots were reserved to benefit the company and the sale
price per lot would not be less than $250.00. 4

By May 1, 1839, Houston had organized the proprietors, appointed
Niles F. Smith as their agent and begun an advertising campaign to
sell the city script and attract immigrants. The proprietors were
Sam Houston, Philip Sublett, Niles F. Smith, John S. Roberts, A.G.
Kellogg, G. W. Hockley and W. Douglas Lee >

Houston continued to promote his new city even while he was acting
as President of the Republic. Adolphus Sterne in his diary noted that
while he was in Houston, the capitol of the Republic, he saw General
Houston who “offered me a lot in the City of Sabine, gratis, on
condition of occupancy. | thanked him very politely, but observed
that it would not suite me, at present.”® The proprietors continued
their promotion and held a sale of town lots on January 10th, 1840.

2 Liberty County, Deed Record, Vol. F, pp. 151-158; Vol. G 39-43; Vol. W, 294-297
3 W.T. Block. A History of Jefferson County, Texas from Wilderness to Reconstruction
p. 22,

4 Charter as quoted In Beaumont Journal, August 5, 1938, p. 16

5 writings of Sam Houston, Vol. I, pg. 312-313.

& Harriet Smither, ed. "Diary of Adolphus Sterne”, Southwestern Historical Quarterly,
No. 2, 30 October 1926, p.133.




w. D. Lee purchased 71 lots and a Mr. Lewis purchased 10 lots at this
sale.’

By April of 1840, Elbridge Guy Moore had applied for a license to
retail liquor at Sabine and S.H. Everett received a license to sell
general merchandise, wines and liquors at Sabine Pass.® In 1846
improved lot owners included Sam Houston, Stephen Jones, F.W.
Alexander, Barney Low, W.D. Lee and Niles F. Smith. The major
property owners were Houston and Sublett, 2112 lots; Philip A.
Sublett, 123 lots: W.D. Lee 71 lots; Sam Houston 47 lots; John A,
Roberts, 32 lots; Sidney Sherman 25 lots;A. Hotchikiss, John A,
Vetch, Lact Lewis, Barney Low, George M. Patrick, William H. Price,
Rufus Putnam, Niles F. Smith and William Sturrock who each owned
six to twenty lots.9 Other improvements at the townsite in 1846
included the building of first steam sawmill in Jefferson County.!0
In 1847 the first post office was established '! and William M.
Simpson, a recent arrival from Nacogdoches, published the city's
first map.'2

The proprietors of the original Sabine City lost title to their lands
when the Texas General Land Office determined that John McGaffey's
claim to the league was the original claim. This led to a joint
venture between Niles S. Smith and John McGaffey as proprietors and
by December 8, 1845, Smith was in partnership with Neal
McGaffey.!3 For all practical purposes and in terms of legal title,
this ruling disowned the original proprietors including General Sam
Houston. Despite this legal development, Sam Houston was listed on
the Jefferson County Tax Roll of 1849 as owning 56 lots and Philip
Sublett as owning 121 lots in the city of Sabine, with several of the

7 Jefferson County, Tax Roll, 1846.

8 Jefferson County, Occupation Licenses, Vol. 1, Original volume on file at the Sam
Houston Reglonal Library & Research Center, Liberty.. The volume was transcribed by
Mildred Wright in 1981 and her typed copy is also available,

9 Jefferson County,Tax Roll, 1846.

10 Block, p.30,43

I'1 Charles Deaton, Texas Postal History, p. 138

12 W.T. Block Collection, Sam Houston Regional Library & Research Center, Liberty.
"Some Early History of Sabine Pass, Texas: President Sam Houston's Sabine City
Company”, Unpublished, 1989...

13 For a full discussion of the land dispute, see Block's manuscript. ibid.




other original proprietors. However, this was the last year that
Houston and Sublett were listed.14

Between the years of 1845 and the Civil War, Sabine City did develop
into a major port for the goods of Southeast Texas with cotton and
cattle among the port's major shipments. Additional goods exported
in 1858 were shingles, staves, lumber, cattle horns, lime, deer
skins, potatoes, beans, tobacco, bear skins, horses, rice, tallow and
barrels of Sour Lake Water.!'S By the start of the Civil War, the city
was connected to the railroad system by the Eastern Texas Railroad
and its first newspaper,.the Sabine Pass Times, was established.!®

Sabine City was removed from the maps by the Texas State
Legislature on February 14, 1860 when it approved the incorporation
of the town of Sabine Pass.!? The post office name was also
changed from Sabine City to Sabine Pass in 1860.18

During the Civil War, Sabine Pass was considered by the Union forces
as one of the gateways to Texas, but due to outbreaks of yellow
fever and the confederate victory at the Battle of Sabine Pass in
1863, the Union forces were turned back.!?

By 1880, Sabine Pass was the second largest city in Jefferson
County with a population of 460. In 1881, the Sabine & East Texas
Railroad replaced the old line and the port was flourishing. With the
passage of the Federal Harbor Act of 1882, construction of the first
Sabine Pass jetties followed in 1883 to prevent silting of the
waterway. But due to the hurricanes of 1886, 1900 and 1915, and
the refusal of the Kountze brothers, the majority land owners, to
negotiate with Arthur Stilwell, the developer of Port Arthur, lead to
Sabine's stagnation and decline. By 1900, the population had
decreased to 363 and the rise of Port Arthur to the position of the
dominate neighbor had begun.20

14 Jefferson County, Tax Roll, 1849. Author checked the rolls after 1849, and no
listing for Houston or Sublett was found.

15 Galveston Weekly News, 6-~26-1858; Report by Capt. N. Hurd, Collector of Customs,
Port of Sabine Pass for the year ending June 1st 1858.

16 Block, pp. 44, 80.
17 Special_Laws of the Eighth Legislature, Austin 1860, p. 304

18 Deaton, p. 138
19 Block, pp. 80, 99, 102, 103.

20 Dr. Robert Wooster,Handbook of Texas Project Archives, Sam Houston Regional
Library & Research Center, Liberty. See entries for Sabine-Neches Waterway and




Sabine Pass did benefit from the Spindletop Oil boom with the
construction of docks and a pumping plant by the Sun Oil Company,
but their operations were discontinued in 1927. The population
reached 500 by 1960 with the principle commercial operations being
fishing, marine repairs and the Sabine Pass oil field, discovered in
1958, In 1978, Port Arthur annexed Sabine Pass, but the community
retained its own identify. The population by 1984 had grown to
1,500 with 39 rated business.2!

It is doubtful that General Sam Houston ever visited the city that he
created. There is no evidence that indicates that Houston spent the
night or even traveled through the port. But there is evidence that
the Sabine City enterprise was one of his most successful real
estate developments and that evidence is found by the city's
continued existence and contribution to the State of Texas.

Sabine Pass, Texas, Jefferson County. Unpublished, 1986: For information on Jetties,
see. House Document 571, 79th Congress, 2 session, p. 11, 12. Document is in the
Martin Dies Papers, "Legislation-Sabine-Neches Waterway”, Sam Houston Regional
Library & Research Center, Liberty.

21 |bid.
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And Szgned By Sam

Consututwn Of Sabme Pus.s Dated 1839
Hou.smn Is Found Heirf

=

)C.I‘\

'By bARQ MARSTELLAR.®
Shades of the days when General
Sam Houston rode horseback from
the sité of his home near-Concord
beyond Liberty to Sabine Pass, came

“|out of the past Friday morning

when the: original constitution”of
8abine Pasgs was found among some

-

an]
cal
ng
as

old papers at the county courthouse.

This constitution -which is-in real-
fty the charter of the city of 8abine
Pass, came to light in the office of
W. G. Veaughan, who is:doing some
research In delinquent.- tax mu'.ers
for the county.

8igned by General sa.m Houst.on
and daled January 19, 1839, the
charter sets forth that it was
drawn’ up in contemplation to lay
off a city in the west side of Sabine

I Pass upon atract of land originally

granted to Mamle Santos Covy by
the State of Coahuila and Texas.”
The constitution further states
that the city is to be divided into
eight shares which are to be held
by Qeneral 8am Houston and is to
be known as the clty of Sabine,
..2060 LOTS . e
- The old pnper polnt outs that the
number of lots into which' the city
should be divided zhall not be Jess
than two thousand and sixty, with
each lot having a front of 50 feet
and a depth of one hundred “and
forty feet.
- The form of government the con-
stitution sets out, *will be to have
a president to.be elected out of the
present share holders and it shall be

slgn al} of lhe scrip lssued to lhlt
company and to .appoint an agent

n:z in his place -durlng th ab-
unce :

* The comutuuon provides Lhnl (0
lots of. the original 8abine Pass
shall be-held out of the balance of
the property and that they shall be

‘The other lots shall be sold for not
less than $250, it was pointed out. -

Golng further into the constitu-
tion appears the ‘statement that per-
sons purchasing the property with
cash shall pay one-fourth of the
purchase money down and glve
notes for the balance to be paid at
&lx, nine and twelve-month inter-
vals. Each of the original share.
holders were to be given two of the
lots in the city. Persons .purchas-
tng the lots with scrip were required
to have sufficient scrip to cover the
entire purchase price of the lot.

Regarding -the handling of scrip
the constitution s=ts forth that the
word “ansfulled” should be written
across the face of the scrip as soon
as it is offered for payment of lots
and that i} then. should be register-
ed' In a book to be kept by the-agent
for -this purpose

stitution there appears.the names
of the officers of the Sabine com-
pany with General Sam Houston's
name appearing .first in the group
with his sesl drawn. with the same
pen and ink as the name.-
DRAWN IN HOUSTON

“The constitution was drawsn™ up,

the document reveals, in the *‘clty

disposed of to benefil the company.

Following the articles of the con-

of Houston In Lhc *rcpubuc “of
Texas." : V-
The old charter cnme light

when research was¥belng’ donc in
property ‘composing
Smith estate in Babine. :

Though of coursé it is on‘.[y sup
position as ' to -the. moveinents of
General Sam Houston at this time,

in the sale of land {n-this section
to recoup his badly depleted fortune.
This business venture .was being
carried on, the date of the paper
reveals, (ollov.inz Sam “ Houston's
presidency of the republic of Texas
and during the reglme of Maribeau
B. Lamar, the father o! the public
school system in this e
THRIVING TO‘I.'.V ;

At that time the city of Sabine

plying the waters of the gulf, dock.
ing at Sabine and taking on cargoes
to. be sent to foreign ports, pri-
marlly to England,whose ports were
the destination of a great’ majaruy
of our steamships, .-

Cotton crops were ‘taken- over the.
trails {rom as far sway as Shelby
county,-Liberty ‘and Silsbee and be-
yond and were placed in warehouses
for shipment from the port of Sa-
bine. Beaumont and Port Arthur
were at that- time nothing more
than wide spots in deep swamp
land, and traf{lc to Sabine “was by
way of Orange.sIt took days to tra-
verse the distance between this arex
and Sabine, and trips-.to and from
that thriving town were filled with
hardshlp and danser. AR

the busineas -of that president to
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Sam Houston's '"'CITY OF SABINE"
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