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CHAIRMAN’S LETTER

Dear Members,

Summer is a great time to explore the
historic and cultural treasures of our state. The
Texas Historical Commission reports our state’s
$65 billion tourism industry brings 220 million
visitors, the majority of whom come to
experience destinations that have retained their
historic character. Jefferson County contributes
our own unique history and flavor for travelers

to enj oy.

Thank you to our members for your
time and service in preserving our history.

2014 Drillers’ Reunion at Spindletop-
Gladys City Boomtown Museum

Theresa Goodness, JCHC Chair Photo Credit: Paul Prosperie

JEFFERSON COUNTY FAST FACTS
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http://facultystaff.lamar.edu/financial-matters/index.html

COURTHOUSE RESTORATION CONTINUES

The Jefferson County Courthouse restoration is continuing with concurrent projects of replacing the entire
HVAC system and installing a new fire sprinkler system. The bulk of the work is occurring at this time on the basement
and first floors, and work is expected to be completed on these floors by the end of 2015.

Jefferson County Courthouse basement photos showing

exposed original brick and protective coverings on terrazzo
floor. Photo Credits: Theresa Goodness

JCHC MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS IN 2015

July 23, 2015 Noon Ben Rogers Regional Visitors Ctr.,
5055 I-H 10 South, Beaumont, TX
September 24, 2015 Noon Ben Rogers Regional Visitors Ctr.,
5055 I-H 10 South, Beaumont, TX
November 19, 2015 Noon Ben Rogers Regional Visitors Ctr.,

5055 I-H 10 South, Beaumont, TX

PRESERVATION
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GRAND OPENING OF
HISTORIC FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

In March, 2015, the Port Arthur Economic Development Corporation celebrated the grand opening of their of-
fices in the beautifully restored historic First National Bank Building in downtown Port Arthur. The three story building
dates to 1930 and now houses the Greater Port Arthur Chamber of Commerce in addition to the Port Arthur EDC.

New market tax credits and the Texas Historical Preservation Tax Credit were used to help finance the $5.4 mil-

lion restoration which created 30 construction jobs and 20 permanent jobs.

JCHC officers, Linda and Les McMahen were in attendance. The Beaumont Enterprise posted some great photos

of the restored interior and exterior of the bank on their website: Historic First National Bank reopened in Port Arthur
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First National Bank Building in Port Arthur,

Texas, with city bus passing in front

- Photo Credit:
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Portal of Texas and Museum of the Gulf
Coast

First National Bank Building interior in Port

Arthur, Texas

Photo Credit:
Portal of Texas and Port Arthur Public

Library



http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/article/Historic-First-National-Bank-reopened-in-Port-6159563.php
http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/article/Historic-First-National-Bank-reopened-in-Port-6159563.php

BEAUMONT MAIN STREET NEWS

Executive Director Retires

Beaumont Main Street said goodbye to longtime Executive
Director, Carolyn Howard, with a reception on May 21, 2015, at the
Broussard Event Center. The event was attended by many Beaumont
residents who reminisced about funny stories surrounding Dogtober-

fest, Beaumont Main Street’s annual fundraiser.

Carolyn’s retirement is well earned, as her efforts through
Beaumont Street for over twenty years resulted in over 100 million
dollars spent in the development of downtown Beaumont since 1992.

Prior to coming to Beaumont, she was director of the Main Street

programs in El Reno, Oklahoma, and Lewisville, Texas. Post-

@arolyn Howard retirement plans include a move to Dallas to care for her mother.
Former Executive Director
Beaumont Main Street

Photo Credit: Beaumont Main Street website

Past-President Remembered

Past President, Carolyn McGuire, passed away on June 17,

2015. Known for her volunteerism and out-going personality, Ms.

| . , . :
| McGuire was an escrow officer at Texas Regional Title.

Her family and friends, and the Main Street organization re-

member her efforts to improve our community.

Carolyn McGuire
Past President
Beaumont Main Street

Photo Credit: Beaumont Main Street website



http://www.beaumontmainstreet.com/org_bod.php
http://www.beaumontmainstreet.com/org_bod.php

BEAUMONT LANDMARK COMMISSION

Beaumont Landmark Commission meetings are held the second Monday at 3:30 p.m. in
Council Chambers, located on the 1st floor of City Hall, 801 Main Street, Beaumont,
TX. Meetings are open to the public.

The latest agenda from the June 8, 2015, meeting is posted here.

Ramona Hutchison is JCHC’s representative on the commission.

PORT ARTHUR LANDMARK COMMISSION

Port Arthur Landmark Commission meetings are held in Council Chambers, located on
the 1st floor of City Hall, Council Chambers, Fifth Floor, 444 Fourth Street, Port Arthur,
TX. Meetings are open to the public.

Les McMahen is JCHC’s representative on the commission.

CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT NEWS

The Certified Local Government (CLG) committee held its first meeting this year on June 22, 2015,
at the Marion and Ed Hughes Public Library in Nederland. On the agenda was a discussion about de-
Veloping goals for the CLG and potential grant proposals.

In addition to CLG committee members, in attendance at the meeting were members of the Neder-

land Historical Society, Carol Culp, Bonnie Medina, Sue Franke, Helen Tunnell and Sonya Willis.

After discussion the committee determined an Historic Preservation Plan would be of most benefit to
the county, and a Letter of Intent will be drafted for approval by Commissioner’s Court to submit to

THC for a grant application.


http://beaumonttexas.gov/events/historic-landmark-commission-meeting/

AREA MUSEUM UPCOMING EVENTS

Museum of the Gulf Coast

June 6 - August 30, 2015
Marking Time: Voyages to Vietnam

Vietnam War grafﬁti salvaged from a troop ship.

Museum of the Gulf Coast

Photo Credit: museumofthegulfcoast.org

Chambers House

Photo Credit: chambershouse.org

Heritage Happy Hour
When: Thursday, August 20, 2015,

Cost: Free to Beaumont Heritage Society

5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Members and $10 for non-members

McFaddin Ward House

Designed specifically for locals who have taken our traditional tour, our
brand new "secret" tours are your chance to see the McFaddin-Ward House

like you've never seen it.

Limited to six people, these tours will be announced exactly one month
ahead of time. The tours will cost $10 per person. You'll geta chance to see
parts of the house you don't see on regular tour, get a bird's eye view of the
grounds, and take a peck behind the curtain, at some places not typically
seen by the public. We'll end the tour with some light brunch fare on the
porch.

The first secret tour is Saturday, July 11th. It will last from 10 a.m. until
about noon. Once you sign up, more details will be sent to you. Sign up to-
day by calling (409) 832-1906, or email mpowers@mcfaddin-ward.org

McFaddin Ward House
Photo Credit: mcfaddin-ward.org


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oh-vKzSsGMk2udLNBZ7_J5Jf6tIY9_HJla29VXd25AcoCL1aj1CTEzAgFQVxIph06_5Vn4W9Pmd4ULFHtUdejgM6Owf_uP_FGCY7o89ibGYGxtelHczdK5wlZeofd7G7EYzdPxbWCxpINUJEUxymwyjb6j1mgdcSaijvUaUyYbjT6f9z-ggAp9RTP6fdhClZtOyFgYljRQQ=&c=HTnryVv_3Ot8PJdPmQPUl
mailto:mpowers@mcfaddin-ward.org

JEFFERSON
COUNTY
HISTORICAL
COMMISSION

1149 Pearl Street
Third Floor
Beaumont, TX 77701

Tel: 409-835-8701
E-mail:
histcomm(@_co.jefferson. tx.us
Linda McMahen, Coordinator

To preserve and

promote history within

the County.

We're on the web!
http://co.jefferson.tx.us/
Historical_Commission/

Wallings Dairy Farm, north
side of Hwy 365,
Nederland, TX, in 1944
Photo Credit: Port Arthur
Public Library and

Portal of Texas

Jefferson County Historical Commission
Executive Board 2015 - 2017
Chairman, Theresa Goodness

lst Vice-Chairman, Les McMahen
2nd Vice-Chairman, Paul Prosperie
Secretary/Treasurer, Linda McMahen

Immediate Past Chairman, Ron Ellington

MUSEUM OF THE GULF COAST

The Museum of the Gulf Coast hosts an extensive collection of historic photos available
through the Portal of Texas, such as these depicting the Port Arthur, Texas, Flood of
August 16-17, 1915.

e EORCARTRUR FLOOD-AuE.]



http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/news/article/There-s-no-place-like-McFaddin-Ward-House-for-the-4121631.php

