JEFFERSON COUNTY BAIL BOND BOARD
RULESAND REGULATIONS

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 1704, Texas Occupations Code (hereafter, the
“Code"), as amended, the following rules and regulations are adopted to govern the takihg of bai
bonds in Jefferson County, Texas. In the event of a conflict between these rules and tlmagprovisi
of Chapter 1704, the specific conflicting provisions of 1704 shall prevail. Any remaining non-
conflicting provisions of these rules and regulations shall remain effective.

A.

ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD

1.

This board shall be known as the “Jefferson County Bail Bond Board” (hereafter, the
“Board”).

2.

The Board shall meet at least once a month, and at other times at the call ofidivegpres
officer. Notice shall be given pursuant to the Texas Open Meetings Alitnotices shall be
posted to the internet for posting to the Bail Bond Board webpage, or as directed by the County
Clerk.

3.

The Board shall be composed of the following persons:

€) the Sheriff of Jefferson County or a designee from the Sheriff's offioeamust be

the Sheriff’'s administrator or a deputy sheriff of the rank of at least sgygea

(b) a District Judge of Jefferson County having jurisdiction over criminaknsaand

designated by the presiding judge of the administrative judicial district;

Jefferson County Bail Bond Board Rules & Regulai®evised 5/16/2013 Page 1



(©) the Jefferson County Judge or his designee;

(d) a Jefferson County Court at Law Judge having jurisdiction over criminalrsnaitig

designated by the Commissioners Court;

(e) the Jefferson County District Attorney or an assistant distrazhalt designated by °

the District Attorney;

)] a licensed bail bond surety or agent for a corporate surety in the county eledés

Section 1704.0535, or a bail bond surety or agent for a corporate surety licensed in the

county who is designated by the elected surety or agent;

(9) a Jefferson County Justice of the Peace;

(h) the Jefferson County District Clerk or the Clerk’s designee

0] the Jefferson County Clerk or the Clerk’s designee

()] the presiding judge of the municipal court system or the principal munigipathe

county, or a municipal judge from the system designated by the presiding judge;

(K) the Jefferson County Treasurer or the Treasurer’s designee; and

0] a criminal defense attorney practicing in the county and elected by dtireegs

whose principal places of business are located in the county and who are not legally

prohibited from representing criminal defendants, or the designee of the elauiedlcr

defense attorney.

4,

Annually, the Board shall choose one of its members to serve as chairman no later than the
September meeting, to take office Octob&runtil the next such annual election, unless he or she is
sooner disqualified.

In like manner, the Board may choose a first vice-chairman who shall act in trerdemp
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absence of the chairman. In the event the chairman is disqualified for any reasorhbefackdf
his or her term, the first vice-chairman shall automatically become thenamair

In like manner, the Board may choose a second vice-chairman who shall act as clmairman i
the temporary absence of both the chairman and the first vice-chairman. In the evieaitthanc
is disqualified for any reason before the end of his or her term, and the vice-chairmaatiaatiym
becomes chairman, in the event the first vice-chairman is disqualified beforeltbéras or her
term, the second vice-chairman shall automatically become the first vicerahan either such
event, or if the second vice-chairman become disqualified, at the next regulargnaeetw second
vice-chairman shall be chosen.

The Board shall retain a licensed attorney to serve as general counsel forrthes&da
counsel’'s compensation to be negotiable. The chairman shall also appoint threenstedfsre
conduct the business of the Board with regard to investigating complaints, verifégngdi
requirements, and other business as required by the Board. These staff membeaitsbatd ¥
per pay period.

Four members of the board shall constitute a quorum.

All action by the Board shall require the vote of a majority of the members present.

5.

Those persons holding a valid bail bond license in Jefferson County shall annually select by
secret ballot the representative of the license bail bond sureties to the Bodrdndiadual
licensed in the county as a bail bond surety or agent for a corporate surety is entélstdoine vote

for each license held.
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6.

All proceedings not governed by specific statutory provisions or rules of this Bodrteshal
conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order, and the presiding officer of tlesBalar
be ex officio Parliamentarian.

B.

BOARD POWERSAND DUTIES

1.

Administrative

The Board shall:

deposit fees collected pursuant to Chapter 1704 of the Texas Occupations Code in an account

designated exclusively for use by the Bail Bond Board;

* supervise and regulate each phase of the bonding business in Jefferson County;

* conduct hearings and investigations and make determinations relating to the issuaalc@rde
renewal of licenses in Jefferson County;

* issue licenses to qualified applicants and deny licenses to unqualified applicants;

e conduct board business, including maintaining records and minutes.

2.

Enforcement

(@) The Board shall:

* enforce Chapter 1704 of the Texas Occupations Code in Jefferson County;

* conduct hearings and investigations and make determinations relating to liceresesisunsp
and revocation;

* suspend or revoke a license for a violation of Chapter 1704 of the Texas Occupations Code

Jefferson County Bail Bond Board Rules & Regulai®evised 5/16/2013 Page 4



or a rule adopted by the Board pursuant to Chapter 1704; and

* require a record and transcription of each Board proceeding, which will be emailed prior t
the next meeting.

(b) The Board may:

* compel the appearance before the Board of an applicant or license holder;

* during a hearing conducted by the Board, administer oaths, examine witnesses, and compel
the production of pertinent records and testimony by a license holder or applicant; and

* conduct periodic inspections of the premises and records of licensed bail bond companies to
assure compliance with these rules of the Texas Occupations Code.

3.

The Board shall post a rule adopted or an action taken by the Board on the Bail Bond Board

webpage 10 (ten) days preceding the date the rule or action takes effect.
4,

The Board shall publish a list of Jefferson County bail bond licensees, showing the name,
the agent of each corporate licensee, and the business name, business address, and business
telephone number of each licensee or agent of a corporate licensee. The list statkteach
month, so that each licensee appears at the top of the list for one month, then is rotatedttorthe bot
of the list. New licensees shall be added at the bottom of the list. The Board shatl punaig list
each month or at any time there is a change to the list. The Board shall causéatite |xisted or
available for inspection and review in a place designated by each Court having crasaal
jurisdiction in Jefferson County and shall provide the list to the Jefferson Countyf 8rgusting
in each location where prisoners are examined, processed, or confined. If a licensgeended,

revoked or placed in default at the time a new list is published, then said surety wdluzked
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from the list. If a licensee has been reinstated after a suspension, revocatiodefadiothat
resulted in his removal from the list, then such surety will be placed at the bottornist tihe
month following reinstatement.

S.

A list of each licensed bail bond surety and each licensed agent of a corporatssurety
county must be displayed at each location where prisoners are examined, processadedr conf
No sheriff, peace officer, or his deputy or employee or clerk or deputy clerk of any dbpeirwiit
any identifying or emphasizing mark to be made on such published list. If the publisheddist be s
marked, it shall be the responsibility of said peace officer or clerk to obtain a newkadrhst for
display. No unlicensed person (even though exempt from licensing) may be placed on the list.

6.

The Board shall immediately notify each Court with criminal jurisdiction an&kieeiff of
Jefferson County of:

(a) the suspension or revocation of a license issued under this chapter; and

(b) the revocation of the authority of a license holder’s agent.

1.

The Board shall promptly notify the Texas Department of Insurance if a corpoaitsotof

pay a judgment of forfeiture as provided by Section 1704.204(a).
C.

LICENSING REQUIREMENTS

1.
A person may not act as a bail bond surety or an agent for a corporate surety ionJeffers

County unless the person holds a bail bond license issued by the Board pursuant to Chapter 1704 of

Jefferson County Bail Bond Board Rules & Regulai®evised 5/16/2013 Page 6



the Code and these Rules and Regulations, or unless the person is an attorney licensieg to prac
law in this State who represents the defendant in the criminal case for which the bagidena
2.

An individual or corporation seeking a bail bond license shall obtain an application from the
Jefferson County Sheriff's Office and file a sworn application for licensucengganied by a $500
application fee. An application for an individual or a corporate bail bond license shall be on the
forms adopted and promulgated by this Board and in compliance with Section 1704.154, Texas
Occupations Code. Each application shall also be accompanied by a list of non-exempt real
property in compliance with Section 1704.155 of the Texas Occupations Code. Each application
shall be submitted in the name of the individual or corporation seeking the license. Complete
applications shall be submitted to the Board’s secretary at the office of theedoan original with
fifteen (15) copies.

3.

Where an applicant proposes to do business under an assumed name, proof shall be

submitted showing registration of such assumed name with the County Clerk obde@ermty.
4,

An application must be accompanied by three letters of recommendation, each freona per
who is reputable and has known the applicant, or if the applicant is a corporation, the agent
designated by the corporation in the application, for at least three years. Trearete
sufficiently identify the person who is writing the recommendation, and they mustdaevad#tin
30 days of the date the application is submitted. The letters must state that tanafpli
corporate agent, as applicable) has a reputation for honesty, truthfulness, fag, deali

competency, and they must recommend that the Board issue the license.
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5.

The Board shall cause an investigation to be made of each applicant and persons working
with or for them as has been established by these rules or by resolution of the boardeqgua®d r
by law.

The applicant shall be notified of any deficiencies in the application and giveronaklas
opportunity to correct the deficiencies, not to exceed 30 days. Failure to complgullimedenial
of the application without prejudice to re-file.

Upon completion of such investigation, the secretary shall furnish a copy of alhteleva
reports and a copy of the application to each member of the Board prior to the meeting #hevhic
application is to be considered.

The application shall be considered at the first regular meeting of the Baarthaft
investigation has been completed.

All applicants shall fully cooperate with the Board in the investigation of thelifigaions
and shall furnish such records and other information as shall be deemed by the Board to be
necessary to complete the investigation.

6.

Each applicant shall be notified by the Board secretary to appear in person or, i thfeacas
corporation, by designated representative or agent, before the Board for interrogatraratimade
the date his/her or its application is to be considered. If applicant does not appear intperson, t
application shall be tabled; no application will be considered without personal appearance

1.
Discussion of applications and applicants shall be in open session.

8.
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The Board shall vote on each application separately.
9.

Renewal applications must be received not earlier than théaginor later than the 3tlay
prior to the expiration date of a license. All applications for renewal shall benpanied by
current appraisals on new or existing non-exempt property pledged in form and substance as
determined by and as acceptable to the Board. Property pledged cannot have a second lien.
Additionally, the property pledged must be the bondsman’s property and, other than thafirst lie
holder, cannot be in anyone else’s name, custody and/or control. A renewal application shall be on
the form provided by the board, and shall be accompanied by a renewal fee of $500.

A license may be renewed for a period of 24 months from the date of expiration and may be
renewed subsequently each 24 months in like manner; except that if a renewal ap@ibeid tae
license the applicant is seeking to renew for at least eight (8) consecutweviteaut having been
suspended or revoked, the Board may renew the license for a period of 36 months from the date of
expiration if the Board:

(2) knows of no legal reason why the license should not be renewed; and

(2) determines that the applicant has submitted an annual financial report torithe Boa

before the anniversary date of the issuance of the applicant’s license.

A license renewed for 36 months may be renewed subsequently each 36 months in a similar
manner.

10.
Deeds of Trust
(@) Deeds of trust executed under Section 1704.160(a)(1)(B) of the Code shall show the

Jefferson County Bail Bond Board as beneficiary and be recorded in the County CledeésoOff
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where the property is located at the surety’s expense. Upon filing of the Deed dh&roisginal
document shall be returned to the Jefferson County Treasurer’s Office located acad £&reet,
Beaumont, Texas, 77701, no later than fifteen (15) days after the surety’s licenserhad bee
approved.
(b) Upon the written demand of a license whose real property the Board holds in trust, who
discontinues the posting of bail (either voluntarily or otherwise), and who qualifies wradeEmS
1704.210 of the Code for a return of his or her security, the presiding officer of the Bail Bond Board
shall execute a release in proper form and provide the release to the licenseetodael in the
real property records of Jefferson County, Texas.
(© All yearly tax statements shall be delivered to the Jefferson Cowraguirer by February'l
for any and all property pledged as collateral.
(d) All current insurance policies shall be delivered to the Jefferson Counsuleeay
February 1 for any and all collateralized property containing a dwelling.
(e) All collateral releases are to be approved by the Board in the form of an @agemndathe
next month’s meeting of the Board. If the bondsman requests that the release be donsidere
immediately, an emergency meeting can be conducted by telephone or electramdeatlhe release
will be approved or denied with a majority vote of those board members responding within the
specified response time, and in no instance shall an electronic quorum consist ohléssrtha
voting members. In the event there is not an approval, the matter will be placed on the@genda f
the next meeting of the Bail Bond Board.

11.
(@) No person shall be licensed unless the Board determines that he or she possestdoa

for honesty, truthfulness, competency and fair-dealing.
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(b) No person shall be licensed who has been found by a Court to be bankrupt or insolvent, who
has not been finally discharged from bankruptcy and whose financial obligation to the Boaotl has
been discharged.

(© No person shall be licensed who shall have been finally convicted after August 27, 1973, of
a felony or a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude in any jurisdiction, unless the person was
subsequently pardoned.

(d) No person shall be licensed who has in his or her employ a person who has been finally
convicted of a felony offense or a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude in any jurisdictiess unl
the employee was subsequently pardoned. Each licensee shall obtain a backgroundiovestigat
record on each employee from the Texas Department of Public Safety evidencmmdhgtloyee

is disqualified under this paragraph. The cost of such background investigation shall be borne by
the surety.

(e) No person shall be licensed unless the individual is a resident of this Statetae afc

the United States.

() No person shall be licensed unless the individual is at least 18 years of age.

(9) No person shall be licensed unless the individual possesses sufficient firesatieces to

meet the security requirements of Section 1704.160 of the Code, unless the person is a@sg only
an agent for a corporation holding a bail bond license.

(h) No person shall be licensed unless the person deposits security in the form adréscashi
check or certificate of deposit with the Jefferson County Treasurer, or exaadéded to non-

exempt real property in trust to the Board, with a value that is sufficient to meesgcurity
requirements of the Code. A license holder must maintain the required amount of skecungty

the time he or she holds the license.
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) No corporation shall be licensed unless:

(2) it is chartered or admitted to do business in this State, and

(2) it is qualified to write fidelity, guaranty, and surety bonds under the Texasaimte
Code.
() No person shall be licensed unless the person has, in the two years precedingathe date
license application is filed, at least one year of continuous work experience inl thenohi
business; verification of all bail bond work experience in form and substance acceptable
Board shall accompany the application.
(K) No person shall be licensed unless the person has, in the two years preceding the date a
license application is filed, completed at least eight hours of continuing legaltiedua criminal
law courses or bail bond law courses that are approved by the State Bar of Texas eddyptier
accredited institution of higher education in the State.
() No person shall be licensed if the applicant has an unpaid final judgment inakeffers
County, Texas that has been unpaid for more than 30 days, and that arose directly or ifndirectly
a bond executed by the applicant as a surety or as an agent for a corporate suretigeunless t
applicant has deposited with the Court cash or a supersedeas bond in the amount of the final
judgment pending a ruling on a timely filed motion for new trial or an appeal of the judgment.

D.

BONDING BUSINESS

(@) The sheriff shall accept or approve a bail bond executed by a person who holds a bail bond
license in Jefferson County if the bond is written for a felony or misdemeanor casenthis
executed in accordance with the Code and these rules, and a bond is required as a condition of

release for the defendant for whom the bond is executed.
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(b) No bond shall be effective until approved by the sheriff of Jefferson County, Texas or an
authorized deputy.
2.
All licensees shall maintain records of every bond executed by the licensee.e@uds r

shall include the following information:

the style and number of the case and the Court in which the bond is executed, when available;
* the name of defendant released on bond;
* the amount of bail set in the case;
* the amount and type of security held by the license holder; and
* a statement of whether the security held by the license holder is for the paymébatl dfcend
fee or to assure the defendant’s appearance in court, and the conditions under which the securit
will be returned.
3.
The records shall be maintained at the license holder’s office location irsdafteéounty,
and shall be made available for inspection and/or copying by the Board or its authorized
representative.
4,
In the event a licensee arranges for and pays the expense of extradition of a dafendant
Court having jurisdiction over the forfeiture may, in the Court’s sole discretion, cossicle fact
in a judgment nisi proceeding.
E.

TAKING OF BAIL

1.
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Bail posted in Jefferson County shall be posted only on the applicable forms promulgated
and approved by the Board.
2.
(@) All licensed bondsmen and agents for corporations licensed under these provisioas wil
issued an identification number from the Bail Bond Board. This identification number must be
present on each bond.
(b) The above-mentioned identification number shall be issued to licensed bondsmen or to
designated agents for corporations licensed under these provisions upon original issteareeabr
of a license.
(© Attorneys posting surety bonds must present their bar cards each time a badel is ma
(d) If a bail bond surety uses a runner for bonding activity, the Sheriff's Officeeqaye
identifying information sufficient to perform a background check on the runner and has adathority
restrict or refuse to allow the runner to perform such activity.
3.
No agent of a corporate licensee will be permitted to sign as surety any bail bawitiale
agent is listed as such in the application for a license submitted by the licensee.
4,
Each corporate licensee who permits its designated agent to sign as surdthomdsai
must have a power of attorney designating the agent of the corporation authorized & leiécut
bonds on behalf of the corporation on file with the Jefferson County Clerk before the agbet will
permitted to sign as surety on any bail bonds. A copy of such power of attorney shall betiled wi
the secretary of the Board. A corporation may limit the authority of a designateichgg

specifying the limitation in the power of attorney that is filed with the Countsk@ed the Board.
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No power of attorney may be revoked except by a written revocation filed with thesgef@ounty
Clerk. A copy of any such revocation must also be filed immediately with the sgafetiae

Board.

S.

All licensees and agents of corporate licensees are required to have on filSherffes
office a signature card before they will be permitted to sign any bail bond asya SuretJefferson
County Sheriff’'s Office shall maintain a list of approved runners for bail bond syratié no
person may perform bonding activity on behalf of the surety unless his or her name appedrs on suc
list.

6.

All bail bonds made in Jefferson County shall be made in the Sheriff's officersdeffe
County Courthouse *Floor, 1001 Pearl Street, Beaumont, Texas, 77701, or at the Jefferson
County Correctional Facility, Highway 69, Beaumont, Texas.

1.

Except as permitted by Section 1704.163 of the Code, no unlicensed person may sign as a
co-surety on a bail bond, and the Sheriff of Jefferson County shall not accept any bail bond upon
which appears the signature of an unlicensed person who is not exempt from licensure under
Section 1704.163, and who is purporting to be bound as a co-surety.

8.

An attorney surety who posts a bond must certify that he or she represents the defendant f

whom the bond is posted in the criminal case for which the bond was given.

9.
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A license holder shall maintain an office in the county in which the license holder holds a
license. Not later than the seventh day after the date a license holder opens arew witives
an office to a new location, the license holder shall notify the secretary of thet @dhe location
of the office.
F.

ADVERTISING

1.

(@) Advertisements on behalf of a bail bond surety in print, broadcast, or internet hadidia s
contain enough information to identify the surety, including, but not limited to the following
information:
. For an individual license, the proper name of the licensee, and the counties in which he or

she is licensed,;
. For a corporate licensee, the proper name of the corporation’s agent for writing bonds, and

the county in which the license was issued for that agent; and
. For an attorney surety, the proper name of the attorney.

Such advertisements may contain additional information that is not misleadingjngclas

permitted by law or other applicable regulation, an assumed name that has been Egiptehed
with the Jefferson County Clerk’s Office.
(b) Attorney sureties must comply with all applicable statutes and the rules $fate Bar of
Texas regarding attorney advertising.
(© If an attorney surety chooses to advertise in the section of the telephoreydoeatternet
yellow pages that relates to bail bond sureties, such advertisement mugtintkeate that the

attorney is writing bonds as an attorney surety, and that an attorney may only writéooonds

Jefferson County Bail Bond Board Rules & Regulai®evised 5/16/2013 Page 16



persons he or she represents in the criminal case for which the bond was given.

(d) Advertisements may not misrepresent the authority of a surety.

G.

PROHIBITIONSAND PENALTIES

1.

In the event any licensees, licensees’ agent, surety or surety’s ageci ssaleeurned for
insufficient funds to pay a debt to Jefferson County in any way related to any fee, dessnasnt,
bond forfeiture, application or other monetary payment, all payments made thesiealitée made
by cashier’s check or money order.

2.

If a surety’s monthly report to the Board reflects bonding activity in excebs stdtutory
limits of the security posted by the surety, the surety is automatically suddemaiefurther bail
bond activity. The surety’s privilege to post bonds may be reinstated upon presentation of proof of
compliance with his or her posting limits to the secretary of the Board.

3.

Complaints against bail bond licensees shall be lodged on the Bail Bond Complaint form
promulgated by the Board. All such complaints shall be notarized and presented to tlen8ail B
Board investigator.

4,
(@) The Board may suspend or revoke the bonding privilege of any licensee if the lmehnisee
agent engages in any conduct related to the bail bond business determined to be adverse or

detrimental to any individual, law enforcement agency or to the business of issuibngrioksl
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(b) A person executing a bail bond or acting as a surety under this section may noirengage
conduct involved with that practice that would subject a bail bond surety to license suspension or
revocation either under these rules or the applicable provisions of the Texas Occpadiendf

the Board determines that a person has violated this subsection, the Board may suspend or revoke
the person’s authorization to post a bond under this section or may bar the person from executing a
bail bond or acting as a surety under this section until the person has remedied the violation.

THE END
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